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Summary Record of the meeting of Spectrum Working Group held on 19 June 12
The meeting of the Spectrum Group was held on Tuesday 19 June 2012 at the K J Somaiya Technical Institute of Engineering & Information Technology, Mumbai. Mr P K Garg, Chair and Mr T R Dua, Vice-Chair, conducted the meeting. The Secretary-cum-rapporteur of the Group, Prof Sanjay Kumar was unable to participate in the meeting due to other important commitments. The meeting discussed the important issues and arrived at the conclusions/ decisions, as brought  out below.

1. Optimum Utilization of Spectrum: Progress of the ongoing Report on ‘Optimum Utilization of Spectrum’ was presented by the Working Group Chair. It was explained that the first draft of the Report had been circulated as per time schedule agreed during last meeting and suggestions/ comments requested from all GISFI members. Based on specific substantial comments from two members and deliberations during the meeting, it has been decided in the meeting of June 2012 to further develop the Report on Optimum Utilization of Spectrum with a thrust on ‘Qualitative Assessment of the Optimum Utilization of Spectrum’. The use of Cognitive Radio (CR) and Software Defined Radio (SDR) would help in optimum utilization of spectrum and hence these should be encouraged. The inputs/ comments for the same, taking into account the first draft circulated in April 2012 may kindly be provided by all concerned. The time limit for such inputs/ comments is Friday the 6 July 2012, so that the 2nd revision of the Report can be developed and circulated by 20 July 2012. Based on such further inputs/ comments/ suggestions, the Report would be finalized for next GISFI meetings or through circulation, if required earlier.
2. It was suggested by the Vice-Chair that the ‘Liberalized Use of Spectrum’ mentioned by TRAI while recommending reserve price for spectrum auctions, is one of the highly important and urgent issues, on which GISFI should develop a Report, especially the pros and cons of the proposed liberalized use of spectrum. Dr Madhukar and Dr Patil would prepare their draft paper by Friday 6 July 2012. Other members are also requested to provide their inputs/ comments/ suggestions by the same date. Thereafter, the first draft would be prepared and circulated by 20 July 2012. 
3. A proposal to use the white spaces in UHF TV band for backhaul of cellular systems in rural areas was presented by Dr Madhukar and Dr Patil. During discussion, it was clarified that although the UHF band had advantage in rural areas from propagation point of view, yet there were some crucial issues which needed to be examined, e.g. resistance of broadcasters to allow even a low power usage, let alone medium or high power transmission, in white spaces; availability of relatively small bandwidth, etc. Dr Madhukar and Dr Patil, proponents of the proposal, were requested to check the viability of their proposal on use of white spaces in UHF TV band for backhaul of cellular systems in rural areas, from various regulatory & commercial aspects. It was also agreed that the equipment related aspects of their proposal would be examined in collaboration with the Working Group on Future Radio Networks.

4. It was also considered desirable that the extracts of NTP-2012 relating to Spectrum Management, be circulated among GISFI membership for their information and preparing inputs. (Action completed on 20 June 2012).
The Chair thanked all participants for their active participation and valuable suggestions. The meeting ended with a vote of thanks to the Chair.
